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BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION 
PO Box 606  
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www.books2bridge.org 
E-mail: info@books2bridge.org 

2012 Theme: 

Selections for three reading levels 

How you can participate: 
 

Read the book for your level. 
Discuss the books with your  
family and friends. 
Attend our special events. 
Plan events or activities with your 
organization or family. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ADULT SELECTION:  

Girl in Translation 

by Jean Kwok 
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Have a smartphone? Scan this QR code 
to link to our website for the very latest 

information on events taking place 
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Theme:  Where in the World Are You From? 

Discussion Questions 
 

Throughout Girl in Translation, the 
author uses creative spelling to show 
Kimberly’s mis-hearing and misunder-
standing of English words. How does the 
language of the novel evolve as Kim-
berly grows and matures?  

Why do you think the author chose the 
title Girl in Translation?  Are there more 
kinds of translation taking place than 
language alone? 

In many ways Kimberly takes over the 
position of head of household after her 
family moves to New York. Was this 
change in roles inevitable? How do you 
imagine Ma feels about it? Embar-
rassed? Grateful? In which ways does 
Ma still fulfill the role of mother? 

Kimberly’s friend Annette never seems to 
grasp the depths of Kimberly’s poverty. 
What does this say about her? Is Kimberly 
right to keep the details of her home life 
a secret? 

Think about other immigrant stories. How 
is Kimberly’s story universal? How is it 
unique? How does Kimberly’s Chinese-
American story compare to other immi-
grant stories? Would it change if she 
were from a different country or culture? 

Kimberly lives in extreme poverty. Were 
her circumstances surprising to you? How 
has the book affected your views of im-
migration?  

Events 
 

Fri., Oct. 5, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
10th Annual Time Out for Reading 
 

Join thousands across Northwest  
Indiana and “Put Your Nose in a Book!”  
(Sponsored by Northwest Indiana Literacy 
Coalition and literacy partners.)  
 

For events in Northwest Indiana,  
visit www.books2bridge.org    
Plan your own event around the book, 
and submit it to our online calendar. 

 

    Activities 
 

Host a multicultural potluck and exchange 
recipes to celebrate diversity. 

Interview an immigrant for details on 
what his/her experience was like. 

Check with your local library to see what 
genealogy and local history resources it 
may offer. 

Start your own family tree search  
by checking out websites such as  
http://www.familysearch.org and  
http://www.ancestry.com. 

Visit The Genealogy Center at the Allen 
County Public Library in Fort Wayne.   
It has one of the largest research  
collections available and its staff  
specializes in genealogy. 

View a Dutch television documentary 
about author Jean Kwok at http://
www.jeankwok.com.video_jean.shtml. 

Adult Selection: Girl in Translation  

by Jean Kwok 
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Jean Kwok Photo © Sigrid Estrada. Cover design  
© 2010 by Lisa Fyfe; cover photograph © plainpic-
ture/ballyscanlon; book design by Nicole LaRoche. 
Published by Riverhead Books, an imprint of The 
Penguin Group (USA). Used with permission. 

Jean Kwok immigrated 
from Hong Kong to 
Brooklyn when she was 
five and worked in a 
Chinatown clothing 
factory during her child-
hood. She won early admission to 
Harvard, where she worked as many 
as four jobs at a time, and graduated 
with honors in English and American 
literature. She also earned an MFA in 
fiction at Columbia. Girl in Translation, 
her debut novel, is a New York Times 
bestseller. Jean lives in the Nether-
lands with her husband and two sons. 
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When Kimberly Chang and her mother 
emigrate from Hong Kong to Brooklyn, 
she quickly begins a secret double life: 
exceptional schoolgirl during the day, 
Chinatown sweatshop worker in the 
evenings. She learns to constantly trans-
late not just her language, but herself, 
back and forth, between the worlds she 
straddles.  
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