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by Gene Luen Yang 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION 
PO Box 606  
Hammond, IN 46325-0606 
www.books2bridge.org 
E-mail: info@books2bridge.org 

Selections for three reading levels 

How you can participate: 
 

Read the book for your level. 
Discuss the books with your  
family and friends. 
Attend our special events. 
Plan events or activities with your 
organization or family. 

Picture/Easy Selection:                          
Tico and the Golden Wings 

by Leo Lionni 

Adult Selection: 
Girl in Translation  
by Jean Kwok 
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Have a smartphone? Scan this QR code 
to link to our website for the very latest 

information on events taking place 

across Northwest Indiana,  
or visit us at www.books2bridge.org  
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Discussion Questions 
 

This book is a graphic novel. Are you 
familiar with graphic novels? Have you 
read one before? How is reading a graphic 
novel different from reading a book? 

How did the pictures add to the story?  
Do you think this story could have been 
told without pictures? Why or why not? 

Why does the Monkey King insist that 
all the monkeys begin wearing shoes? 
Do you think wearing shoes helps the 
Monkey King achieve what he wants? 

Have you ever wanted to be someone 
else? What would you change about 
yourself? What do you like about your-
self that you wouldn’t want to change? 

The author, Gene Yang, uses humor to 
make light of experiences that are not so 
humorous for the immigrants that experi-
ence them. Have you or anyone you've 
known experienced what it’s like to be an 
immigrant or new to a situation?  

What do you think the Monkey King 
story was trying to tell the reader? 

Even though Jin was born in America, he 
has a hard time fitting in. Why do you think 
he feels different than everyone else?   

Jin calls Wei-Chen an F.O.B. (Fresh Off the 
Boat) because he says and does things that 
don’t conform to social norms.  Would it be 
hard for you to move to a new country, or 
even just a new school, and try to fit in? 

Events 
 

Fri., Oct. 5, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
10th Annual Time Out for Reading 
 

Join thousands across Northwest  
Indiana and “Put Your Nose in a Book!”  
(Sponsored by Northwest Indiana Liter-

acy Coalition and literacy partners.)  
 

For events in Northwest Indiana,  
visit www.books2bridge.org    

Plan your own event around the book, 
and submit it to our online calendar. 

 

  Activities 
 

Hold a contest where students 
draw a comic strip that deals with 

them being an F.O.B. (Fresh Off the 
Boat) to a situation. 

Design a workshop where students 
can learn about different cultures 

through stories, games, and food. 

Host a program where teens can 
learn about genealogy and re-

searching their own family history.   

What’s in a name?  Where does 
your last name come from?   
What other names appear in your 

family tree? 

Theme:  Where in the World Are You From? 
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Self portrait of Gene Luen Yang used with per-
mission. Cover and excerpts from AMERICAN 
BORN CHINESE by Gene Yang. Copyright  
© 2006 by Gene Yang. Reprinted by arrange-

ment with Henry Holt and Company, LLC.;  
used with permission. 

Gene Luen Yang began draw-
ing comic books in the fifth 
grade. American Born Chinese 

was the first graphic novel to 
win the American Library 
Association's Michael L. Printz Award. It also 
won an Eisner Award for Best Graphic Al-

bum - New. Gene writes the graphic novel 
continuation of Avatar: The Last Airbender. 
He teaches computer science in California, 
and will also teach at Hamline University’s 

MFA in Writing for Children and Young 
Adults. 

Self portrait of Gene Luen Yang used with per-
mission. Cover and excerpts from AMERICAN 
BORN CHINESE by Gene Yang. Copyright  
© 2006 by Gene Yang. Reprinted by arrange-

ment with Henry Holt and Company, LLC.;  
used with permission. 

American Born Chinese tells three stories. 
     Jin Wang, the only Chinese-American 
student at his new school, wants to be an 
all-American boy. 
     Danny’s obnoxious cousin Chin-Kee’s 
annual visit is such a disaster that it ruins 
Danny’s reputation at school. 
     The Monkey King wants to join the ranks 
of the immortal gods in heaven. But there’s 
no place in heaven for a monkey. 
     Each of them cannot help himself alone, 
but how can they possibly help each other? 
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