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PO Box 606  

Hammond, IN 46325-0606 

www.books2bridge.org 

E-mail: info@books2bridge.org 

2007 Theme: Our Choices, Our World 
Books: Into the Forest by Jean Hegland; Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat;  
Flush by Carl Hiassen; The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 
 

2008 Theme: Journeys and Quests 
Books: Shadow Divers by Robert Kurson; The Lightning Thief  by Rick Riordan;  

The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman by Darcy Pattison 
 

2009 Theme: Family Matters 
Books: The Ride of Our Lives by Mike Leonard; The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963  

by Christopher Paul Curtis; A Day with Wilbur Robinson by William Joyce 
 

2010 Theme: Put Your Nose in a Book, NWI 

Books: Bowling Across America by Mike Walsh; Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney;  
I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato by Lauren Child  
 

2011 Theme: Learning From the Past; Empowering Our Future 
Books: Hart’s War by John Katzenbach; The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne;  
Boxes for Katje by Candace Fleming. 

For several years, Books to Bridge the Region has joined with the  

Northwest Indiana Literacy Coalition and its affiliates, along with many  

area libraries to distribute “Lit Kits” containing books, discussion guides  

and bookmarks to every school and library in our 7-county region.    

We gratefully acknowledge the hard work of our partners in literacy.  

6th Annual  

Northwest Indiana  

reading event  

for all ages! 

READING GUIDE 

Selections for three reading levels: 

ADULTS —Girl in Translation 

MIDDLE READERS —American Born Chinese 

PICTURE/EASY — Tico and the Golden Wings 

2012 Theme:   

“There was so much I wanted here in America  

and so much that I was afraid of.”  — Girl in Translation 



Introduction 

Rationale 

     The 6th annual Books to Bridge the Region is a reading initiative 

for all ages, encompassing seven Northwest Indiana counties:  

Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, and Starke.    

     Books to Bridge the Region is a collaborative effort, is not owned  

or managed by any one entity, and does not intend to replace other area  

“One Read” programs. On the contrary, Books to Bridge the Region 

encourages participation in all programs that foster reading. 

     Books to Bridge the Region uses a themed approach with selections  

at several reading levels so that families can read together, and readers  

of all ages can enjoy the conversations generated by these books.   

     The books were selected for their subject matter, writing quality, and 

reading pleasure. We hope that participants will enjoy the books, and find 

much to discuss with members of their families and communities. 

Goals 
 

     The goals of Books to Bridge the Region are to promote literacy,  

to create conversations among communities, and to foster critical  

thinking related to a topic. 

Have a smartphone ? Scanning the 

QR code at left will take you to  

Books to Bridge the Region’s website, 

where you can view the latest news 

as well as event updates. 

The views of the authors are not necessarily those of the BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION 

committee, its funders or  participating entities. You are encouraged to read the books first to 

determine their suitability for your family or organization. Those participating in or 

attending programs sponsored by BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION or its participating 

entities agree to hold BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION and such entities harmless from any 

illness, injury, damages, or other consequences that result from participation or attendance. Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org. 

Related Materials 
Check off the books you’ve read, or web sites you’ve visited. 

 

Books related to “Where in the World Are You From?”  

□ A Very Important Day by Maggie Rugg Herold                 Multicultural 

□ Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman                                                 Multicultural 

□ Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and  

   Other Scary Things by Lenore Look China 

□ Hannah is My Name by Belle Yang China 

□ A House of Tailors by Patricia Reilly Giff Germany 

□ The Morning Chair by Barbara M. Joosse Holland 

□ Dreaming of America by Eve Bunting Ireland 

□ A Picnic in October by Eve Bunting Italy 

□ America, My New Home by Monica Gunning Jamaica 

□ Tea with Milk by Allen Say Japan 

□ Jakarta Missing by Jane Kurtz Kenya 

□ The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi Korea 

□ My Name is Yoon by Helen Recorvits Korea 

□ Hannah’s Journal by Marissa Moss Lithuania 

□ I Love Saturdays y Domingos by Alma Flor Ada Mexico 

□ Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan Mexico 

□ Nadia’s Hands by Karen English Palestine 

□ The Trouble Begins by Linda Himelblau Philippines 

□ Watch the Stars Come Out by Riki Levinson Poland 

□ The Memory Coat by Elvira Woodruff Russia 

□ When Jessie Came Across the Sea by Amy Hest Russia 

 

Website recommendations:  

□ “Meet Young Immigrants,” a website from Scholastic that lets you 

hear the stories of real kids who have recently immigrated to the 

United States: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/

young_immigrants 

□ Random House Website for Leo Leonni:  

http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/lionni/aboutlionni.php  

“Was it bad to be different?”  



Discussion Questions  

□ When do Tico’s friends become angry with him, and why? 

□ What lesson did Tico learn as he began giving away his golden 

feathers to people who needed them more than he did? 

□ What are some ways we can be generous? When have you been 

generous? When has someone been generous to you? 

□ At the beginning of the story, Tico felt bad because he was different;  

at the end he realized it was okay to be different. Why do you think  

he felt this way? 

□ Are you different from your friends? How are you different? 

□ The wishingbird in the story gives Tico golden wings. Imagine a 

wishingbird granted you one wish. What would you wish for? 

“And I dreamt that I had golden wings.” 

Activity Ideas 
 

□ Hold a book discussion for young children. At the end of the 

discussion, give each child a bag with a feather and a little note that 

says “I am giving you this feather because you are special and 

unique. Now it is your turn to give it to someone else. Do something 

generous for someone, and then give them the feather and note.”  

□ At the end of the story, Tico realizes it’s okay to be different from  

his friends. Have children do a fingerprint art project. Show 

children how our fingerprints make us all different. 

□ Create your own golden feather using construction paper, scissors,  

glue, and gold glitter. 

Programs and Events 
 

Fri., Oct. 5 10th Annual Time Out for Reading — 

10:00 a.m. Join thousands across Northwest Indiana and 

  “Put Your Nose in a Book!” For information, 

  go to www.nwiliteracy.org. (Sponsored by 

  the Northwest Indiana Literacy Coalition, 

  Hammond Reads, and other literacy partners.) 

 

September -  Books to Bridge the Region partners with Purdue University   

November  Calumet, Ivy Tech Community College, and other organiza-

   tions to plan exciting programs relating to this year’s theme.

    To view the calendar and see program details as they  

     become available, visit our website, www.books2bridge.org    
 

   In addition, many area libraries will host book discussions 

   and other Books to Bridge the Region events. Contact your 

   local library for more information, or check the events  

   calendar at our website.  
 

   Organizations are also invited and encouraged to plan  

   events, using this year’s theme, selected books, or related  

   titles. Feel free to tailor your event to suit your audience,  

   membership, schedule or budget. Examples of events are  

   film screenings, book discussions, readers’ theater, lectures 

   or presentations, service projects, and visual or creative arts. 

   Use your imagination! Events that are open to the public  

   may be submitted for inclusion on our online calendar. 

 

Adult Selection: Jean Kwok’s  

Girl in Translation  

Middle Reader Selection: Gene Luen Yang’s  

American Born Chinese 

Picture Book/Easy Selection: Leo Lionni’s  

Tico and the Golden Wings 

2012 List of Titles 



By Jean Kwok 

     When Kimberly Chang and her mother 

emigrate from Hong Kong to Brooklyn squalor, 

she quickly begins a secret double life: 

exceptional schoolgirl during the day, Chinatown 

sweatshop worker in the evenings. Disguising the 

more difficult truths of her life—the staggering 

degree of her poverty, the weight of her family’s 

future resting on her shoulders, her secret love for 

a factory boy who shares none of her talent or 

ambition—Kimberly learns to constantly translate 

not just her language but herself, back and forth, 

between the worlds she straddles. 

     Through Kimberly’s story, author Jean Kwok, who also emigrated 

from Hong Kong as a young girl, brings to the page the lives of 

countless immigrants who are caught between the pressure to succeed 

in America, their duty to their family, and their own personal desires, 

exposing a world we rarely hear about. 

Awards and Reviews 
 

2011 American Library Association Alex Award 

Suburban Mosaic Book of the Year, Adult and High School (2011) 

Salt Lake County Library Reader’s Choice Award (2011)  

Chinese Library Association Best Book (2010) 

“A dazzling fiction debut.”  — Marie Claire 

“Girl in Translation speaks eloquently.”  — USA Today 

2012 Adult Selection: 

Girl in Translation 

“It took me three times longer to read the 

textbooks in English than if they’d been  

in Chinese.  Every few words, I had to  

look one up in the dictionary.” 

About the Author: 
Leo Lionni 

 

     Leo Lionni, an internationally known designer, illustrator, and 

graphic artist, was born in Holland and lived in Italy until he came to 

the United States in 1939. He was the recipient of the 1984 American 

Institute of Graphic Arts Gold Medal and was honored posthumously 

in 2007 with the Society of Illustrators’ Lifetime Achievement Award. 

His picture books are distinguished by their enduring moral themes, 

graphic simplicity and brilliant use of collage, and include four 

Caldecott Honor Books: Inch by Inch, Frederick, Swimmy, and 

Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse. 

     Hailed as “a master of the simple fable” by the Chicago Tribune,  

he died in 1999 at the age of 89. 

“I don’t know how it happened,  

but when I was young I had no wings.   

I sang like the other birds and hopped  

like them, but I couldn’t fly.” 

Tico and the Golden Wings: Published by Dragonfly Books, an imprint of 

Random House.  Cover and excerpts from Tico and the Golden Wings by Leo 

Lionni; used with permission. 



By Leo Lionni 

Tico and the Golden Wings 

     All Tico the wingless bird wants is a pair of 

golden wings to carry him up over the 

mountaintops. But when Tico's wish is 

granted, none of his friends will talk to him. 

     “What's so wrong with being different?” 

Tico wonders all alone.  

     One day, Tico helps a crying man by giving 

him one of his golden feathers. A black feather 

appears in its place. Each day he gives a 

feather away to someone in need, until his 

golden wings are as black as India ink. 

     When Tico returns to his friends, they are 

all relieved to see him. “Now you are just like us,” they say. But Tico 

knows there is more to him than the color of his wings. 

2012 Picture Book/Easy Selection: 

Awards and Reviews 

“A lovely, satisfying parable of beauty and generosity . . . richly evocative  
of Far Eastern Art.” —The New York Times 

 
“The beauty of this book lies . . . in its luxury, its aesthetic, its gorgeous 

densely colored patterns of trees and ushes, and the birds themselves.” —
The Boston Globe 

 
“Children will take the hopes and wishes of the little bird born without 
wings to their hearts. . . . A lovely book, and one that cannot but leave a 

lasting impression.” —The Saturday Review 
 

“Truly a beautiful book.” —McCalls 

“We are all different.  Each for his own 

memories and his own invisible  

golden dreams.” 

About the Author: 

Jean Kwok 

     Jean Kwok immigrated from Hong Kong to 

Brooklyn when she was five, and worked in a 

Chinatown clothing factory for much of her 

childhood. She won early admission to 

Harvard, where she worked as many as four 

jobs at a time, and graduated with honors in 

English and American literature, before going 

on to earn an MFA in fiction at Columbia.  

     Her debut novel Girl in Translation became 

a New York Times bestseller. It has been 

published in 17 countries. It was featured in The New York Times, USA 

Today, Entertainment Weekly, Vogue and O, The Oprah Magazine, 

among others. The novel was a Blue Ribbon Pick for numerous book 

clubs, including Book of the Month, Doubleday and Literary Guild.  

     Jean lives in the Netherlands with her husband and two sons. A Dutch 

television documentary with English subtitles was filmed about Jean and 

her work.  It may be viewed at http://jeankwok.com.video_jean.shtml. 

Jean Kwok Photo © Sigrid Estrada. Cover design © 2010 by Lisa Fyfe; cover photo-
graph © plainpicture/ballyscanlon; book design by Nicole LaRoche. Published by 
Riverhead Books, an imprint of The Penguin Group (USA). Used with permission. 

Activity Ideas 
 

□ Host a multicultural potluck and exchange recipes to celebrate 

diversity. 

□ Interview an immigrant for details on what his/her experience was 

like. 

□ Check with your local library to see what genealogy and local history 

resources it may offer. 

□ Start your family search by checking out websites such as  

http://www.familysearch.org and http://www.ancestry.com. 

□ Visit The Genealogy Center at the Allen County Public Library in  

Fort Wayne.  It has one of the largest research collections available,  

and its staff specializes in genealogy. 

http://www.jeankwok.com/video_jean.shtml


Discussion Questions 
 

□ Throughout Girl in Translation, the author uses creative spelling to 

show Kimberly’s mis-hearing and misunderstanding of English words. 

How does the language of the novel evolve as Kimberly grows and 

matures?  

□ Why do you think the author chose the title Girl in Translation?  Are 

there more kinds of translation taking place than language alone? 

□ In many ways Kimberly takes over the position of head of household 

after her family moves to New York. Was this change in roles inevitable? 

How do you imagine Ma feels about it? Embarrassed? Grateful? In 

which ways does Ma still fulfill the role of mother? 

□ Kimberly’s friend Annette never seems to grasp the depths of 

Kimberly’s poverty. What does this say about her? Is Kimberly right to 

keep the details of her home life a secret? 

□ Kimberly believes that devoting herself to school will allow her to free 

her family from poverty. Does school always live up to her expectations?   

Can you imagine the same character without the academic talent? Must 

qualities like ambition, drive, hope, and optimism go hand in hand with 

book smarts? 

□ Think about other immigrant stories. How is Kimberly’s story 

universal? How is it unique? How does Kimberly’s Chinese-American 

story compare to other immigrant stories? Would it change if she were 

from a different country or culture? 

□ Kimberly lives in extreme poverty. Was anything about her 

circumstances surprising to you? How has reading Girl in Translation 

affected your views of immigration? How can you apply these lessons in 

your community? 

□ The story is set in the 1980s. Do you think immigrant experiences are 

much different today? What has changed? What has remained the same? 

“I stared in the paint-flecked bathroom mirror at 

my face.  I didn’t look anything at all like those 

girls.  If they were pretty, then what was I?” 

Related Materials 
Check off the books you’ve read, or web sites you’ve visited. 

 

Books related to “Where in the World Are You From?”  

□ Memories of Sun by Jane Kurtz Africa 

□ Something About America by Maria Testa Albania 

□ Cuba 15 by Nancy Osa Cuba 

□ Journey of the Sparrows by Fran Leeper Buss El Salvador 

□ Behind the Mountains by Edwidge Danticat Haiti 

□ Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario Honduras 

□ Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch Ireland 

□ Granny Torrelli Makes Soup by Sharon Creech Italy 

□ A Step From Heaven by An Na Korea 

□ The Tequila Worm by Viola Canales Mexico 

□ 19 Varieties of Gazelle by Naomi Shihab Nye Palestine 

□ Streets of Gold by Marie Raphael Poland 

□ Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse Russia 

□ Escape From Saigon by Andrea Warren Vietnam 

 

Graphic Novels and Other Uniquely Illustrated Books 

□ The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

□ One Hundred Demons by Lynda Barry 

□ The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

□ Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney 

□ Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick 

 

Website recommendations:  

□    “Learning About U.S. Immigration,” an interactive map from The New    

        York Times that allows students to click on any county in the U.S. to     

        view foreign-born statistics and patterns of immigration:   

        http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310- 

        immigration-explorer.html 

□     Author’s website: http://geneyang.com/  

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org. 

“By the time he leaves, no one thinks of me as 

Danny anymore. I’m Chin-Kee’s cousin.” 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html


Discussion Questions 
 

□ This book is considered a graphic novel. Are you familiar with graphic 

novels? Have you read one before? How is reading a graphic novel 

different from reading a book? 

□ How did the pictures add to the story? Do you think this story could 

have been told without the pictures?  Why or why not? 

□ Why does the Monkey King insist that all the monkeys begin wearing 

shoes? Do you think wearing shoes helps the Monkey King achieve  

what he wants? 

□ Have you ever wanted to be someone else? What would you change 

about yourself? Also, what do you like about yourself that you wouldn’t 

want to change? 

□ The author, Gene Yang, uses humor to make light of experiences  

that are not so humorous for the immigrants that experience them. 

Have you or anyone you've known had experienced what it’s like to  

be an immigrant or new to a situation?  

□ What do you think the Monkey King story was trying to tell the reader? 

□ Yang uses a television show to tell Chin-Kee’s story. Why do you think 

he does this? Was it effective? 

□ Even though Jin was born in America, he still has a hard time trying  

to fit in. Why do you think he feels so different than everyone else?   

□ Jin calls Wei-Chen an F.O.B. (Fresh Off the Boat) because he says and 

does many things that don’t conform to many social norms. Would it  

be hard for you to move to a new country, or even just a new school,  

and try to fit in? 

□ Wei-Chen’s transformer robot monkey symbolizes so much in the novel.  

How do the characters in American Born Chinese “transform” 

themselves for American society? Do you “transform” yourself? 

□ What is a stereotype? What are some examples of stereotypes from  

the book? 

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org. 

Related Materials 
Check off the books you’ve read, or web sites you’ve visited. 

 

Books related to “Where in the World Are You From?”  
 

□ The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini Afghanistan 

□ Lucky Child by Loung Ung Cambodia 

□ The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan China 

□ The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears  

     by Dinaw Mengetsu Ethiopia 

□ The Long Night of White Chickens by Francisco Goldman Guatemala 

□ Breath, Eyes, Memory by Edwidge Danticat Haiti 

□ Out of This Furnace by Thomas Bell Hungary 

□ Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri India 

□ Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas Iran 

□ Galway Bay by Mary Pat Kelly Ireland 

□ When We Were Strangers by Pamela Schoenewaldt Italy 

□ When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka Japan 

□ Free Food for Millionaires by Min Jin Lee Korea 

□ Maria’s Journey by Ramón Arredondo and Trisha  

     (Hull) Arredondo Mexico 

□ Dinner with Demons (Illusion of Rainbows)  

     by Victor Obajuluwa Nigeria 

□ Bread Givers by Anzia Yezierska Poland 

□ Away by Amy Bloom Russia 

□ Stealing Buddha’s Dinner by Bich Minh Nguyen Vietnam 
 

Website recommendations:  

□ “Meet the New Americans” is an Independent Lens project from PBS  
that contains links to short films about modern immigration stories: 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/newamericans.html 

□ “Becoming American” is a website from the American Library Association    
that provides programming ideas and resources relating to immigration: 
http://publicprograms.ala.org/newimmigration/index.html 

□ Author’s website:  http://www.jeankwok.com 

“It’s very important to have a name that is as 

American as possible. Otherwise, they might 

think you were fresh off the boat!” 

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/newamericans.html
http://publicprograms.ala.org/newimmigration/index.html


 By Gene Luen Yang 

American Born Chinese 

     An award-winning graphic novel, American  

Born Chinese tells three stories. 

     Jin Wang starts at a new school where he’s the 

only Chinese-American student. When a boy from 

Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn’t want to be 

associated with him. Jin just wants to be an all-

American boy, because he’s in love with an all-

American girl. 

     Danny, on the other hand,  is already an all-

American boy: great at basketball, popular with  

the girls. But his obnoxious Chinese cousin  

Chin-Kee’s annual visit is such a disaster that it 

ruins Danny’s reputation at school. 

     The Monkey King has lived for thousands of years and mastered the 

arts of kung fu and the heavenly disciplines. He’s ready to join the ranks 

of the immortal gods in heaven. But there’s no place in heaven for a 

monkey. 

2012 Middle Reader Selection: 

Awards and Reviews 

2006 National Book Award nominee 

2007 American Library Association’s Printz Award winner 

2007 San Francisco Chronicle Best Book of the Year 

2006/2007 Amazon.com Best Graphic Novel of the Year 

“The sentiments he's depicting need no translation.” — Publisher’s Weekly 

“People of any ethnicity would find themselves reflected in the universal 

themes of self-acceptance, peer pressure, and racial tensions.” –VOYA 

“Legend had it that long ago, long before 

almost any monkey could remember,  

the monkey king was born of a rock.” 

About the Author: 
Gene Luen Yang 

 

     Gene Luen Yang began drawing comic 

books in the fifth grade. In 1997, he received 

the Xeric Grant for Gordon Yamamoto and 

the King of the Geeks, his first comics work 

as an adult. He has since written and drawn 

a number of titles. 

     His 2006 book American Born Chinese 

was the first graphic novel to be nominated 

for a National Book Award and the first to 

win the American Library Association's 

Michael L. Printz Award. It also won an 

Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album - New.  

     A short story from The Eternal Smile, his 2009 collaboration with 

Derek Kirk Kim, won an Eisner Award as well. His books Prime Baby 

and Level Up (with illustrator Thien Pham) were also nominated for 

Eisner Awards. Gene currently writes the graphic novel continuation of 

the popular Nickelodeon cartoon series Avatar: The Last Airbender. 

     In addition to cartooning, Yang teaches computer science at a Catholic 

high school in California. Beginning this year, he will also teach at 

Hamline University in Minnesota as part of their MFA in Writing for 

Children and Young Adults. 

Activity Ideas 
□ Hold a contest where students draw a comic strip that deals with 

them being an F.O.B. (Fresh Off the Boat) to a situation. 

□ Design a workshop where students can learn about different cultures 

through stories, games, and food. 

□ Host a program where teens can learn about genealogy and 

researching their own family history.   

□ What’s in a name?  Where does your last name come from?   

What other names appear in your family tree? 

Self portrait of Gene Luen Yang used with permission. Cover and excerpts “Legend 
had it…a rock.” (pg. 9), “By the time…cousin.” (pg. 127) from AMERICAN BORN 
CHINESE by Gene Yang. Copyright © 2006 by Gene Yang. Reprinted by arrange-
ment with Henry Holt and Company, LLC.; used with permission. 

http://www.hamline.edu/cla/mfac/
http://www.hamline.edu/cla/mfac/

